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MEMORY VERSE
"God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son.”

HOC THUOC LONG
“Thién Chua da yéu thé gian dén ndi da ban
Con M&t minh.”

Jn 3:16 Ga 3,16



FIRST READING
(2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23)

A Reading
Chronicles:

from the Second Book of

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the
priests, and the people added infidelity to
infidelity, practicing all the abominations of the
nations and polluting the Lord’s temple which
he had consecrated in Jerusalem.

Early and often did the Lord, the God of their
fathers, send his messengers to them, for he
had compassion on his people and his
dwelling place. But they mocked the
messengers of God, despised his warnings,
and scoffed at his prophets, until the anger of
the Lord against his people was so inflamed
that there was no remedy. Their enemies burnt
the house of God, tore down the walls of
Jerusalem, set all its palaces aofire, and
destroyed all its precious objects. Those who
escaped the sword were carried captive to
Babylon, where they became servants of the
king of the Chaldeans and his sons until the
kingdom of the Persians came to power. All
this was to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by
Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its lost
sabbaths, during all the time it lies waste it shall
have rest while seventy years are fulfilled.”

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order
to fulfil the word of the Lord spoken by
Jeremiah, the Lord inspired King Cyrus of Persia
tfo issue this proclamation throughout his
kingdom, both by word of mouth and in
writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia: All the
kingdoms of the earth the Lord, the God of
heaven, has given to me, and he has also
charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Whoever, therefore, among
you belongs to any part of his people, let him
go up, and may his God be with him!”

The Word of the Lord.

BAIDOC |
(2 b 36,14-16, 19-23)

Trich Sé&ch SU Bién Quyén Thu Hai:

Trong nhimg ngady dy, tat cd nhimg ddu muc
fu 1€ va dén chung déu bat trung, bdt chudc
nhdng su ghé tdm cla cdc dén ngoaqi. Ho
lam do bdn dén thd Chua da duoc Chua
thdnh hod tai Gié-ru-sa-lem.

Chua la Thién Chua t8 phu ho, da luén ludn
dém ngdy sai si gid dén vdi ho, vi Ngudi
thuong x6t dan Ngudi va dén thd clia Ngudi.
Nhung ho nhao bdng cdc st gid Chua, coi
thudng 16i Chua, va nhao bdng cdc tfién ftri,
dén ndi, sau hét, con thinh ndé cla Chua da
dé 1én dan Ngudi, va vo phuong clu chia.
Quan thu da dét dén thd Chua, phd hady
tudng thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem, phéng hod tat cd
cdc lau dai va thiéu hay moi dé vat quy gid.
N&u c6 ai thodt khodi ludi guom, thi bi dén vé
Babylon d& Iam nd 1& nhd vua va con cdi vua,
cho dén thdi vua nudc Ba-tu théng fri; nhu thé
ung nghiém I16i Chua dung miéng tfién fri Gié-
ré-mi-a md phdn, cho dén khi dat nudc duoc
mUng ngdy Sabbat; vi frong tat cd nhing
ngay xdo rén, ho sé khéong gitr duoc ngady Sa-
bat fron bdy muoi ndm trudng.

Nam tha nhét triéu dai Cy-ré, vua x& Ba-tu, dé
|61 Chua dung miéng fién tri Gié-ré-mi-a phdn
frudc duoc thuc hién, thi Chua thuc ddy tam
hén hodng dé Cy-ré, vua xi Ba-tu, nhd vua ra
l&énh truyén rao khdp dat nudc, va ban chiéu
chirdng: “Day hodng dé Cy-ro, vua xt Ba-tu
tfuyén bd: Chua Ia Thién Chua trdi dat dé ban
cho trdm moi nudc trén mat dat, va chinh
Ngudi da ra Iénh cho trdm xday cdt cho Ngudi
mot dén thd & Gié-ru-sa-lem trong x& Giu-da.
Al tfrong cdc nguoi thudc vé dan Chua? Thién
Chua sé & vdind, va nd hay tién len.”

Dé Ia L&i Chua.



SECOND READING
(Eph 2:4-10)

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the
Ephesians:

Brothers and sisters: God, who is rich in mercy,
because of the great love he had for us, even
when we were dead in our fransgressions,
brought us to life with Christ, by grace you
have been saved, raised us up with him, and
seated us with him in the heavens in Christ
Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and this is not
from you; it is the Qift of God; it is not from
works, so no one may boast. For we are his
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good
works that God has prepared in advance, that
we should live in them.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC I
(Ep 2.4-10)

Trich Thu Cla Thdnh Phao-l6 Gui Tin Hau E-
phé-so:

Anh em thdn mén, Thién Chua Ia Ddng gidu
long tU bi, vi long yéu thuong cao cd ma
Ngudi da yéu thuong chung ta, dén ndi khi toi
1&i lam cho chung ta phadi chét, thi Ngudi Iam
cho chung ta séng lai trong Duc Kitd, nhd on
Ngdi ma chung ta duoc ctu réi; Ngudi da cho
chudng ta duoc cung chung séng lai va déng
ngu tri trén nudc trdi frong Duc Giésu Kitd, dé
td cho hau thé duoc thdy su phong phu dbi
ddo cla on Chuda mad Idng nhén lanh Chuda
dd ban cho chung ta frong Buc Giésu Kitd. Vi
chung, bdi on Chua, anh em dugc cu rdi nhd
duce tin. Diéu dé khong phdi do anh em, vi do
I& &n hué clia Chua; cung khoéng phai do viéc
l&dm, dé khong ai duoc tu phu. Vi chdng ta lé
thu tao cda Ngudi, da duoc tao thdnh frong
Duc Giésu Kitd, dé lam cdc viéc lanh ma
Chua da du liéu, hdu chung ta dem ra thuc
hanh.

Dé Ia Léi Chua.



GOSPEL
(Jn 3:14-21)

The Gospel According to St. John:

Jesus said to Nicodemus: "Just as Moses liffed
up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, so that everyone who
believes in him may have eternal life.” For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him might
not perish but might have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through him. Whoever believes in
him will not be condemned, but whoever does
not believe has already been condemned,
because he has not believed in the name of
the only Son of God. And this is the verdict,
that the light came into the world, but people
preferred darkness to light, because their works
were evil. For everyone who does wicked
things hates the light and does not come
toward the light, so that his works might not be
exposed. But whoever lives the fruth comes to
the light, so that his works may be clearly seen
as done in God.

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
(Ga 3,14-21)

Tin Mimg Chua Giésu theo Thdnh Gio-an:

Khi @y, Chua Giésu ndéi véi Ni-co-dé-mé rdng:
“Nhu Mé-sé da treo con rdn lén & sa mac thé
ndo, thi Con Ngudi cung sé phdi treo Ién nhu
vay, dé tét cd nhimg ai tin & Ngudi, sé khéng
bi huy diét, nhung duoc séng déi doi. Vi Thién
Chua da yéu thé gian dén ndi da ban Con
Mot minh, dé tat cd nhang ai tin Con Ngai thi
khong phdi hu mat, nhung duoc séng doi doi,
vi Thién Chua khong sai Con cla Ngadi gidng
frédn dé luan phat thé gian, nhung dé thé gian
nhd Con Ngdi ma duoc ciu dé. Al tin Ngudi
Con dy thi khéng bi ludn phat. Ai khéng tin thi
da bi luan phat réi, vi knong tin vao danh Con
Mot Thién Chua; va day an phat 1d su sang da
dén thé gian, va ngudi doi da yéu su toéi tam
hon su sdng, vi hdnh déng cla ho xdu xa.
That vay, ai hdnh dong xdu xa thi ghét su
sdng, vd khoéng dén cung su sdng, so nhing
viéc 1am cla minh bi khién trach; nhung ai
hanh dong frong su that thi dén cung su sang.
dé hanh dong cla ho dugc sdang t6 1a ho da
|&m frong Thién Chua.”

Dé Ia Léi Chaa.



Fill in the BLANY Dién vao chd TR7 NG

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up , O must the Son of
Man be lifted up, so that everyone who may have
1. Chua Giésu néi véi Ni-co-dé-mé rdng: “Nhu Mo-sé da treo thé ndo,
thi Con Ngudi ctng sé& phdi treo 1én nhu vay, dé tat cd nhing ai , 5&
duoc ”
Everyone who does hates and does not come
5 toward , SO that his works might not be exposed.
' Al thi ghét , v& khong dén cung , SO
nhimg viéc Iam cla minh bi khién trach.
TRUE 0R FALSE DUNG HAY SAIl
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone in
3 the world will go to heaven.
' Thién Chua da yéu thé gian dén ndi da ban Con Mét minh, dé tat cd
moi ngudi trén thé gidi ndy dugc 1én Thién Dang.
Everyone who does wicked things hates the light but whoever lives
4 the truth loves the light.
' Nhing ai hanh déng xdu xa thi ghét su sang nhung nhimg ngudi séng
that tha thi yéu mén su sang.
UNDERLINE the correct answer(s) GACH DUOI ciu tra lai diing:
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him ...
A. May not persecuted but may have eternal life
B. May not perish but may have eternal life.
C. May be happy in this earth and have eternal life.
5 D. All of the above.

Thién Chua da yéu thé gian dén néi da ban Con Mot minh, dé tat
cd nhdng ai fin Con Ngaii ...

A. Thi khong bibdch hai, nhung dugc séng ddi doi.

B. Thikhoéng phdi hu mdat, nhung duoc séng ddi doi.

C. Thi duoc hanh phuic & thé gian ndy va dugc séng doi doi.

D. Tat cd déu dung.
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JESUS
SERPENT
ETERNAL

CONDEMN
DARKNESS

MEMORY VERSE
"God so loved the world that he gave his only
son.”
Jn 3:16

HQC THUQC LONG
“Thién Chua da yéu thé gian dén ndi da ban

Con M6t minh.”
Ga 3:16
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NICODEMUS MOSES
DESERT BELIEVES
LOVED WORLD
SAVED LIGHT
EVIL EXPOSED



REFLECTIONS

FIRST READING

This reading paints a shameful picture of God’s people
repeatedly piling up one sin upon another. No matter how Who are the messengers and
many messengers He sends them, they refuse fo hear God’s | prophets in today's world who
call to repentance. Like a parent who has run out of ways to call us to turn back to God and
discipline his or her children, God has "no remedy.” So He . . .
allows them to be defeated by their enemies and taken into live faithfully? How are their
exile for seventy years. Only affer they repent sincerely does messages often received?

God free his people through Cyrus, king of Persia. And Cyrus
orders them to rebuild their Temple in Jerusalem to “fulfill the word of the Lord.”

We too are in need of God’s mercy when we fail to repent and seek forgiveness for our sins.
Lent is a good time to rebuild what needs repair in our lives.

Who are the messengers and prophets in today’s world who call us to turn back to God and live
faithfully? How are their messages often received? Why is that? What evidence do we have that
God is merciful?

What are some signs that people are truly repentant? How can you express sorrow for your sins
during Lent? How would you like to repair or rebuild any relationships in your family, school, or
parish?

SECOND READING

The second reading begins with the reassuring fruth that *God is rich in mercy.” We know God is
merciful because, despite our sinfulness, he brought us to life in Christ. We have not earned our
salvation. It is Jesus’ gift to us.

Paul tells us that we are God’s handiwork. And our goal in life is, by God’s grace, to “lead the
life of good deeds” which God has planned for us.

How would you most like to | Who do you know or know of, who is “rich in mercy”? How
. does he or she show mercy? Recall a fime when you acted
have your famlly, schoo" or mercifully by forgiving someone who had seriously offended
parish join together in doing | you, or by helping someone who was in need. What
one meaningful good deed difference did your actions make?

duri"g Lent? What actions can | How would you most like to have your family, school, or parish
join together in doing one meaningful good deed during

?
you take toward that goal. Lent? What actions can you take toward that goal?




GOSPEL

In teaching Nicodemus, Jesus uses a familiar story from the
Old Testament (Numbers 21:4-9) about Moses. When Moses
liffed up a bronze snake in the desert for all to see, those who
had been bitten by snakes were healed. Jesus says that he
too must be lifted up so that all might have eternal life through
him. He will be lifted up on the cross. But he will also be lifted
up in his resurrection and in his ascension to the Father.
Whoever looks at him in faith will receive eternal life.

Followers of Jesus recognize him as the light that came into

How do members of your
family, school community, and
parish show that they are living
in the light? What can we do
to help others choose to live
truthfully in the light?

the world. They live fruthfully in the light, unlike those who choose the darkness and do evil

deeds.

Picture the entire world today as a patient in a doctor’s office. What might the doctor say is
wrong with the world’s health? List some of the problems Jesus might point out and name some

of the ways the followers of Jesus can be healers in our world.

How do members of your family, school community, and parish show that they are living in the
light? What can we do to help others choose to live truthfully in the light?




St. Cyril of Jerusalem
March 18™

e

St. Cyril was raised in Jerusalem when a new kind of life was
beginning for Christians. Before that time, the Church was
tortured by the emperors. Thousands of Christians had been
martyrs and died for their faith in Christ.

In 315, Emperor Constantine declared Christianity as a legal
religion. That was a wonderful thing, but it didnt end all the
problems. In fact, during the years that followed Christians faced
anew problem.

There was confusion about what Christians believe and don’t
believe. There were many false feachings called “heresies.”
Some priests and bishops became brave defenders of Church
teaching. One such bishop was Cyril of Jerusalem.

When St. Maximus, bishop of Jerusalem, died, Cyril was chosen
to take his place. Cyril was the bishop of Jerusalem for thirty-five years. Sixteen long years of that
time were spent in hiding and exile.

Three times he was run out of town by influential Arian people who wanted him removed. They
were frying to force Cyril to accept false teachings about Jesus and the Church. But he would
not give in.

In 361 when Julian became emperor, he decided 1o rebuild the famous Temple of Jerusalem.
He wanted to prove that Jesus was wrong when he said that the Temple of Jerusalem would not
be rebuilt.

So he spent much money and sent all the materials for a new Temple. Many people helped by
giving jewels and precious metals. Yet St. Cyril faced the difficulty with calmness.

He was sure that the Temple could not be built, because Jesus, who is God, had said so. The
bishop looked calmly at all the materials and said, | know that this will fail.” And sure enough,
first a storm, then an earthquake, then a fire stopped the temple from being built. The emperor
finally gave up the project.

St. Cyril died in 386 when he was around seventy. This gentle, kindly man had lived in times of
confusion and sadness. But he never lost his courage because it came from Jesus. He was
faithful fo the Lord all his life. Cyril was heroic in feaching the truth about Jesus and his Church.



